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Poland's Claim in Silesia
The Upper Silesian situation has

been confused in the minds of many
Americans by an adroit anti-Polish
propaganda. Poland has been repre-
sented as trying to make good by
force claims in the plebiscite district
which have no foundation in equity.
It is charged that the Korfanty up-
riaing was !nspired from Warsaw
and that the Polish government is
intrig4iing to prevent a fair applica¬
tion of tfhe terms of the Versailles
Treaty.
On May 18 Premler Witos made

an address to the Polish Parliament
defining Poland's attitude toward the
Upper Silesian disturbances. He
said: *I again declare that the Polish
government etands firmly by the
Treaty of Versailles, desires above
all its execution, and is resolved to
maintain this point of view." He also
ennounccd that the Polish-Silesian
border had been effectively closed,
that the Warsaw government was

opposed to use of arms by the people
e*_» Upper Silesia to secure their
righta, and that it had done all it
could to restrain Korfanty and his
followers.
Korfanty is not a Pole. He is an

Upper Silesian, long a Deputy in tho
German Reichstag. He is the leader
¦>f a body of former German subjects
who have risen in protest against the
asaignment to Germany of territory
which voted in the plebiscite for
union with Poland.
Korfanty hr.s drawn a line to

separate what he considers pro-
Polish Upper Silesia from prc-Ger-
man Upper Silesia. This line runs
from the Posen boundary, north of
Hosenberg, in a southwesterly direc-
tion to the Oder River, above Op-
pcln, and then follows the river
Kouth-southeast to the old Austro-
Prussian boundary. It includes two
small cnolaves on the western bank.
ln this district the total pro-German
\ote- was 408,890 and the total pro-
Polish vote 434,037. The German
.Mnigrant voters nuinbered 94,065,
t he Polish emigrant voters less than
."'.000. The vote was taken by com-

lnunes. Of these 662 went Polish
and only 226 German.

In this region, as elsewhere in Up¬
per Silesia, there are numerous
aianor estates owned by Germans,
They have a favored status and are

kept separate from the communes in
which they are situated. The own-
etfs exercise semi-medieval legal and
political powers. Nearly all of these
manors registered the will of the
-Owners, Apart from them the bulk
«>f the German vote warfi east in the
chief cities.

According to Berlin reports, the
British and Italian members of the
I'pper Silesian Commission wanted
1o give the two southoastern border
districts of Pless and Rybnik to Po¬
land and to turn back tho rest of the
territory within the Korfanty line to
Gerniiuiy. This would be a manifest
itijusticc. There was a strong pro-
Polish majority in many other dis¬
tricts than Pless and Rjbnik. An
apporlionment which would separate
the pro-German manors and cities
from the rest of the territory is im-
practicablc. Any fair division, tak-
ing into account economic solidarjty
as well as the wishes of a majority
of the actual inhabitants, would give
Poland virtually all the territory
.withtn the Korfanty line..
The pro-Polish ITpper Silesians do

not covet the territory west of the
Oder or the big northern and north-
weatern segment of the plebiscite
area. They concede these to Ger¬
many. But'they have h valid claim

; oii the eastern and southeaslern sec-
tiona-
This claim was admitted at Parls

iu. tho unanimous report of the com-
mission nained to lix the Polish
..'"mndario". it wasn'l, challenged
until after the treaty was submitted
fo the German delegates. Then, un-

fortunately, Lloyd George ii.nuenced
CJemeiH-eau aud Wihjson to annul the
rommissi'.n sef.tlement and to sub
stitutc the plebiscite interregnum.
Two years of delay and bickering
t'ver the execution*j>f the treaty havo
wcakened Allied" unity and given
Germany a chance to proiit by it.
Opper Silesia has become a football
in Inter-A11 ied politics. Justice to
Poland is being forgotten in a desire I

to make exceasivo Goncoasions to
(iormany.
Tho peace oonferonce's 1'irst

thought was bost. Why ahouldn't t he
Allied Council achieve unity by g<>-
ing back to it?

Ramahackle City Schoois
The attention of tho public is

again directcd to the disgraecful
conditton of tho city's Bchools. An
investigation just niadc by a nuniber
of women's organizations confirms
tho report made by The Tribune
some months ago that tho sehoo!
buildings are n men'ace to tho health
and safety of tho children attending
them. and that ©vercrowding has in¬
creased steadily during the last four
years, The Public Edueation Asso¬
ciation has for a long time been at-
tempting to arouse public interest in
oxisting conditions, but with little
success. Newspapers have devoted
columns to the subject, but in spite
of almost unlimited publicity no at-
tempt has been made by the city
administration to remedy matters.

Insanitary conditions, leaking
roofs, riretrap stairways, wretched
ventilation or none atall, rooms with
no windows were found. In fact,
buildings that factory and tenement
inspectors would bo expected to con-

demn are being used to house the
children during the greater part of
each day. In these rooms they are

expected to absorb education and
acquire culture. In some kindergar-
ten schools tiny children sit on aoap\
boxea in lieu of chairs. In others
not even soap boxes are provided, so

they are obliged to sit on the floor.
So bad, indeed,. are many of the
school buildings that the women in-
vestigators have compared them ffe
tho jails and dungeons of the past,
the 8anitary conditions being espe¬
clally revolting.

Instead of expanding public school
facilities to take care of a growing
population, the schools already built
have been allowed to deteriorate.
Forty thousand pupils were on part
time three years ago. There are
now eighty-three thousand on part
time. The $52,000,000 recently ap-
propriated for new buildings will
take care of the part time pupils.
But for the annual increase in school
population of 20,000 children and for
replacing and repairing the dilapi-
dated buildings now being used noth¬
ing has been provided.
While the city administration is

clearly rcsponsible for the present
state of affairs, the apathy and in-1
difference of the pnblic are contrib-
uting factors. If the women's or¬
ganizations of the city are- able to
stir the public conscience on this
subject the city government will
cease to neglect this one of its most
important duties.

i. .._r=**==:

The Flag's Origirt
The perennial and apparently im-

perishable yarn bobs up again that
the Stars and Stripes were designed
from Washington's family arms,
with this amazing addition,that such
origin is a special jeason for cher-
ishing and reverencing the Flag.
"The coat-of-armsi the family flag,"
we are told, "is something to rally
around."

It does not seem to occur to the
propagandists of the wretched myth
that if the story were true it would
present Washington jn a discredit-
able light. 11 he used the words
traditionally attributed to him in re-
porting the design of the Flag to
Congress -and declared the Flag had
been designed from his arms, he said
what wasn't true or was guilty of
colossal vanity. It is certain that
he did not make it known that hc
had cxploited his family arms. If
he had, if there had been any sus-
picion that he had done so, there
would have been a loud protcst.

Unless all our idcas of Washing¬
ton of the cherry tree are false, he
was just about the last man in Amer¬
ica who would thus under false pre-
tenses have sought to glorify him¬
self. Happily, thero never has been
the slightest foundation for the silly
story, while there are convincing
evidences of an entirely different and
logical origin of the Stars and
Stripes. lt is a pity that the inven-
tion should persisfc and periodically
rcappear; but it is' a pious and plcas-
arit duty to hit it whehever it does,

In Defensc of Grandmother
' The lady who objected tho other
day to the grandmother of her child
being the child's custodian because
this wicked and pcrverse grand¬
mother. smokes cigarettes evidently
hadn't read Margot Asquith's Diary,
and especially the part where Mai^-
got incurred the sorrow of the Mas-
tev of Balliol, who wrote to her: "The
Symonda girls at Davos told me that
you smoked! At which I am shocked,
because it is not the manner of ladies
in England.4'
But that was many years ago.

Such a statement would now scarcely
he made about the ladies of England,
amoking being more general among
tliem than it is among the ladies of
America.

Bishop Potter used to say that he
stopped smoking because he cou|dnot afford to set a had example.!
Paul Leicester Ford in h'is The True
Washington deciarea that "if tradi-
;icn is to he believed" Washington's
mother smoked a pipe. This at the
time waalsrgely Virginia practiceJ
We therefore see that the ques-

tion of smoking among our grand-1
mOthere may not be dismissed light-1

lyi There ave two sides to it, a:;

there are Lo almoat every question.
Some hoys with drunken fathcrs
turn out well, ineited to abstinenco
by a hovrible example, But that ia
not tteceaaarily an nrgument for
drunken fathera.
On the wbole, we should not be

inclined to discharge a grandmother
who amokea. She may otherwise be
so usei'ul as to make this lault neg-
ligiblo. Aa compared with an an-

cient virago who doosn't nioke, a

sweet'tempered grafadmother who
doe:' smoke is a paragon of virtuc.

"Practical" Discoverers
Recent reference in these colunins

to Henry Hudson as the discoverer
of tlie river which beara his name

called from our readers many inter-
eating letters concerning points in
American history which are wrohgly
or iinpcrfectly understood. Thus we

aro reminded that Giovanni da Ver-
razano was the real discoverer of the
Hudson River, many years before
Hudson's time; that Erie the Red
Rnd hia son Leif discovered America
long before Columhus, and that Vo-
tan and other voyiigers from Indo-
China visited and colonized the Pa¬
cific coast of America many centu-
ries before the diiys of the Norse-
men.

All that is true, and should be
taught as an essential part of the
history.of America. Neverthcless, it
does not in the least degree militate
against the honor which should bc
paid to Columbus and Hudson for
their achievements.

The essential point which too many
overlook is this, that the thing which
counts most is not more discovery
but discovery which amounts to
something by producing practical
and benefkent results. The Asiatic.
probably Burmese.adventurera col-
onized the Pacific Coast and Mexieo.
But all the splendors of Maya and
Aztec civilization mcant nothing to
the world at large, and never would
have been so much as known to man-

kind in general had it not been for
Columbus. Erie and Leif colonized
Vinland and Norumboga, but that
great enterprise mcant nothing lo
the world, and it finally waned and
pcrished. The supreme virtue of
Columbus's adventure was that it dl-
vectly led to the opening of the
American contineiits to European
civilization and their permanent col-
onization by Europeans. So Vcrrn-
zano's discovery of the crttrance to
the Hudson River mcant nothing of
practical importance to the world.
He did not cxplore the river nor even

demonstrate that such an arm of the
sea cxisted. It was reserved for
Henry Hudson to do that, in his
quest of a Northwest Passagc.

Analogous cases are presented by
some of the great inventors. Papin,
Newcomen and others antcdated
Watt with inventions of the steam
engine, but it was Watt who perfect-
cd and made practical the great de-
sign. Miller, Symington and Fitch
and others deviscd steamboats, but it
was reserved for Fulton to make the
invention of genera*! utility to the
world. Others experimented with
telcgraphic devices in advance of
Morse, but it was he who finally pu"
the thing into shape and made it
work.

It is wcll'to remember the pio-
neers, even though their works came
to naught. But it is only just that
the greatest credit shall be given to
those discoverers and inventors
whose works prove to be of enduring
profit to mankind.

A Governor'a Lady
There was the Govcrnor's lady in

the play who did not rise socially
side by side with her brilliant hus¬
band. This was decades before
Main Street sounded its tocsin,
and she was lovingly contented with
a horizon limited by her husband's
comfort and her children's welfare.
until an ante-cinema vamp had all
but hog-tied him. Then, stirrcd as
much by the ire of competition as by
any belief in her latent power of
fascination, the Covernor's lady qut
herself asunder from the kitchen
apron and made the. Governor and
his clile set grovel before her wit
and shoulders.
But things are now in reverse. It

is the wife of social charm who
proves she also can cook. A real
life Gavernor's lady, Mrs. Martha
McKelvie, wife of the present Gov¬
ernor of Nebraaka, not only keeps
him happy and '*backs him in any-jthing he is ambitious to do," hut she
herself, without a scrvant, house-!
keeps their twenty-one room man-1
sion, all cooking included. This is
her reply to those who argue that
servantless Western homes will have!
to he abandoned for coopy apartment
houses if women are to have a social
and intellcctual .career. When bit-
terly told that she was not believed
she offered an inspection of her im-
maculate mansion and her full en-;
gagement book. She refers doubters
to her neighbora. She offera to
match herself intellectually against
one critic who belittlcd her capacity
for study In her spare time. How
does sImc do il? Listen :

"The whole discubaion is rank non-
sense! Will y0*a tell me where the
hundreds of woVaen are- women of old
Missouri, aa I know it .-who got u|) at
B o'clock, fod the chickohs, milked,
churned, packed lunchea and got ueven
or t>ight children otf to school, cooked
« breakfaat of hickory-smoked ham,
I'irgs, potatoes, cakes, biscuits and
coffee (while I tix loast on an electric

fcoastor iuid boll t\Mi i>ii':-ni!iiutc ogga
i" i" oiicj husband i, tho womeri Who piil
thfl clothoa to souk and had them mi

the line boforri their huabarfda wtnt to
the tlolda, then cookcd U\n more square
mcala ln the day for the hlrod men and
tho family? Where are those wjomert?
1 am willing to tfbt tha litdloa of Kan-
saa City thai Missouri la full of Ihem,
They may not bo on your culling llat,
but they are tho fouridation of the
state. Thoy'll tell vdu am doing half
tho work they do -with more con-

Veniciices nnd etisier ailowatuo.
"Wc. women mualcarn our bleaainga

nnd not bo barnaclcs. Many of U8
have inheritod money from tho uavinga
of pioucers. T should never wear silk
next my body without thinking of the
toil-worn women who wore the course.

ticklng skirt and the undergarmonts
of sacks.

"If the women will only quit argu-
ing thoy'll soon flnd a measure o'f hap-
pineaa- in proptfrtlon to their labor!"
Hurrah for the Governov's lady!

She seems to bo intelligently bal-
anccd between tho extremes of
drudge and jazz queen. We. will
have to think of Nebraska in the
futurc as the state of Mrs. MoKelvic,
of John G. Niehardt as poet laureatc,
and of the books of Willa I 'ather, one

American iictionist who has eyes in
her head and something in her mind.

The Soul of a Nation
Principlcs of Government and Ac¬

tion R-iserJ on Idealism
To the Editor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: ln a recent editorial Trje Trib¬
une speaks of the difficulty with -which
some people understand tho fact that
a nation in being true to itsclf may
nt the. same time, and becauao of thia
fact, act unsclfishly.act, indced, with
the utmost altruism. It ia possihle, 1
believe, to cxplain this fact by the
us« of an analogy.
An individual and a nation may ho

said to be similar in that both bave n

spiritual and a bodily eleinent. It is,
perhaps, wrong to say that a man has
a spiritual clement. He is a soul; ho
has a body. lf be be true to his soul
he is true to himself; and if he be so

true his acts are guided in the path
of benevolenco and rirjhteousnes?.
The spiritual' clement of a nation,

the soul of a nation, ia the idealism
upon which its principles of govern¬
ment and action are based. We of the
United States feel t.hat this element
of our government ia the fineat to be
found among the nationa of the earth.
If this nation be true to its ideals it
is true to itself, and it will act with
proper justice and fitting unaelfiah-
ness; it cannot do othevwiso.

J. C. TEN EYCK Jr.
Newport, R. I. June 4, 1921.

Fair Trial of Prohibition
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: William 11. Anderson follows
the well-worn footstepn of all prohibi-
lionists when he says that prohibition
should have a fair trial, which it can
have only through its enforccment.
What would a fair trial prove? It

would prove whether abstcntion from
alcohol is a good thing. But is there
any one. who denics that abstention is a

good thing? Has there ever been any
difference of opinion regavding the evil
of alcohol except in the degree of tho
evil? It strikes me that only a. foo)
wouM claim that alcohol is gcnerally
healthful.
The question that was put before the

courts was whether the law was uncon-
stitutional, not whether abstention was
desirable. Those who oppose prohibi¬
tion do so because they believe tho law
ia eontrary to the Constitution of the
United States, and that it dictatea ac-
tiona which they believe they are com-
petcnt to decide for themselvcs, nor
because they believe there could be no
evil from alcohol.

Threfore, what has a fair trial of
prohibition got to do with changing
the mind of a man who believcs that a
law has iirvaded his righls?

A. D. BRINKERHOFF.
New York, June 4. 1921.

Speaking for the People
To-the Editor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: Reviewing the achievement3 of
the Administration, The Tribune em-
phasizes the clarifying and purifying
of the Washington political atmosphcre.
As only. onc-twentieth of the term has
elapsed, perhaps deduction or prophecy
a3 to the remainingninetcen-twcnlieths
is somewhat risky.
One thing is ccrta'in: If tbe Adminis¬

tration establishcs world peace nnd
lifts a little of or even does not add to
the tax burdens under which the Amer¬
ican people are staggering it will sc-
cure the approval and support of every-
body but the chronic kickera, whether
it is done by a league or an associa¬
tion of nationa.
The people are better statesmen than

those Washington leaders who The
Tribune says objected more to the way
Wilson did things than to the deeds
themselvcs. The more iutclligent pco-
ple are tired of words, words, words,
and want deeds, deeds, deeds.

E. G. H:
Tryon, N. C, June 3, 1921.

The Volstead Ratio
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The Tribune says in its
pathetic tale of the demisc of Foley's
Old Place:
"The Bquare cabinet behind the bar

coat $2,600. Yesterday it Bold to a

junk dealer for $1!1."
Is thia one-half of 1 per cent?

G. H. W RIGHT,
New Milford.'Conn., June 2, 1021.

The Privileged Sex
(From The Philadelphia Evchpng Public

Ledaer)
Though woman has the vote in \'e-

braska, she is exempt from poli ta<; and
jury duty, can charge bills for neces-
sities to her husband and has other:
legal priVllegtH denied to men, Without.i
quarreling with any of these things, lt
may not be amiss to point out tlui., not
to put too tino a point on it, equal tijjhta
ia somewhat of a misnomer. I

I hc Conning Toitier
HEALTH; AND THE VISION

When f am full of :.ip, and strnng,
When to my lips the ready sjng
UllBUmmdned spring:;; when i can

see

('lear-oyod the world, and you, and
me;

Then do I see a world 'unjust,
Few persons worthy love and trust;
And sometinies thrngu appear so had
That T see carmine, and got mad;
And, full of atrength and indigna-

tion,
Pen some gatiric obaervation.
When 1 tm reft of pep, and weak,
When fevered is mine ardent cheek,
Then is my yjsion dulled, and 1
See-all the universe awry.
Then do I see a world* unfair,
And, with a heart bowed by despair
At all the selrishnesa an<l greed,
Hitter I grow. 1 do, indeed.
And ill and weak, ar> I'm at .present,
I write some verses far from

pleaaan't.
Il's the Big Things of Life, like Fool

bail and Basebalfahd Hydratilics*, tHat
they spocialize in at Ann Arbor. Let
the effete Oriental universities dawdle
over their EngliBh! "Bob .Sagc," says
[The Michigan Chimea, "whom, we be¬
lieve wrote the. eoinmunicalion . . ."

What, a doddering old man we are
gettiug to bel \\V believe that such
an exhibition of Engiish is a greater
diagrace to the University of Michi¬
gan than it would be to lose another
game. to Ohio .State.

Keepinir Up With the Colfraan«
[Castleton Coircspondenoe in The Albany

Timci Union
Fred Cclemun and family passed Sun¬

day with friends in town. .Fred Cole¬
man and Tamily passed Sunday with friendu
in Hudson.- Mr. and Mrs. Waldo Beekei- and
son of Sohenertady were the week-end cuchI;;
of Mr. snd Mrs. Krcd Coleman.

Hytnn of Hate
To the. guillotine
With Johnnie Fox;

He pute burnt matches
Back in the box.

MARY AND SI.

.Terry McGovern has summer
lassitude,
.Bob Simon is still working for

Earl Babst.
.H. W. Millcr is going to the

fight July 2.
.Chuck Sabin gavc a dinncr party

Thurs. eve'e;,
.Waltejr Lippmann dincd in

Gotham Thursday eve'g.
.Ii. S. Harrison is prctty busy

these days at his writing,
.-Ye scribc cntertained the Thana-

topsis Club at his town place Fri.
eve'g.
.Nate Salsbury is/ back east

,again after 2 yrs. sojourn in the mid¬
dle west.
.Mr. and Mrs. Julian Street of

here have gone to Norfolk, Conn.,
for the torrid epQch.
.Mrs. Dc Wolf Hopper went to

the show Thurs. eve'g to scc her
husband act,'-which hc did with much
ability and comicality.

Campun Memorics
Sir: When. I was six, our teacher,

with. whom I had fallen violently in
love, kept us after school one day to
break the news of her engagement.
She said that she was going away and
might never see ua again. Down went
our little hcads on our desks. 'There
was much weeping, and I am sure that
I wailed. I achieved, I remember, an
intense dislike for the groom-elcct. But
I think none the Jcss of Admiral Mayo
to-day for having wooed and won a
gracious and lovabla lady in the year
of our school 1880-'81.

}. T. S.

Most ethical ntiestions are simple;
they are questions of right or wrong.But one more than wontcdly complcx
new confronts us. As we conftded last
December, we were a 10 per cent part-
ner in the play "Miss Lulu Bctt."
Well, here is Miss Gale gctting the
$1,000 Pulitzcr prize for her dramati-
zation, as the best American play of
the season. Ought wc send her « bill
for $100?

The Erie Train Talkcrs
"When you atld a stitch on the

aleevcs do you do it like you do on
the, neck?"
"Ycah, just like the neck."
"You make the. sleeves like the

neck?"
"Ycah, just like the neck."
"That'a the way [ do. When I add

a stitch on the sleeves I do just the
same as I do on the neck."
"Ycah, it's.easy that way. Isn't it?"
"Yeah. You do the sleeves like the

neck."
"Yeah, that's the way I do."

W. C. W.

One of the things Baron Ireland
can't understand is why nobody in the
sportXwriting line has called first base
at Ebbets Field Koncy Island.

The A. Y. M.
Sir: ".lulius Caesar." commenU the Atha-

letic Young Man, "is my chcrce of the Kliza-
blthlan Iradealea. But even that is full of
anacreoni.imaf A. V. H.

Rarae Aves
On ftnding this
l was elatcd;
A nuisance, yes .
But mitigatcd.

W. P. Mc.

We can stand for the givl with the
permanent wave,

For possiblysthat is the style;
But the fatuous June who afflicts us

with pain

Is the girl with the permanent smile.
r. v. a.

KEEPING RIGHT UP WITH THE PftOCESSION
t'opyiifht, 1921, N-w York Tribune Irf.

Boofe Hey*ood Broun
Gilbert Frankau's The Seeds of -En-

ichantment begins as a rather interest-
llng romantic tsle of adventure, al¬
though we wish the author would rc-
frain from footnotc3. He is not con-
tent to write that Sec-Sim poured out
"the stengahs" without immcdiately
leaping into an asterisk to explain that
a stengah is "a small glcss of whisky."
To the American public that itself is a

phrase sufticiently romantic and oxotic.
The use of "stengah" adds no extra
flavor of excitcmcnt. We have also
learned from Mr. Frankau's footnotes
that "la touftiane" ia opium and thaf.
"the nativcs of the French colonics jn
tho East addresa all white men as

'Capitaine,'"
Occasionally local color comes so

thick and fast in The Seeds of Enchant-
ment that there is not time for foot¬
notes. We like it better that way.
When deeds of daring are under way
a word lost here and there is of no

Consequence. Still, there are moments
when Mr. Frankau's enthusiasms, par-
ticularly hia passion for geography,
leave us behind, a little too breathlcss
to follow.
"Suddenly cmotion mastered the

Frenchman; he sprang to his feet. 'I,
too, have heard that rumor, not once
but fifty times. The Khmcrs of Pnom-
Pcnh have told it to me in the ruins
of Angkor Wat. I have heard it in the
red lips of Moi girls in Tin-Shuong,
from the toothless gums of the fisher
folk ln the Bay of Halong. At Pak-
hoi have I heard it, and at Kh'emerat;
in Vlen Ghan and Phitsalok, from the
pilots of Catba and the convicts of
Pulau Condore.' "

The stengahs we might have guessed.
because the author cxnrcssly said that
the folk in his novel sat around and
drank them, but just what the Khmcrs
are we have no notion and even lesa as
to where or what Pnom-Penh Tnay be,
Still, it did not matter much, for wc
learned after awhile what it was that
all these curioua people said in so
many different places. lt was a tale of
a mystcrious part of China, decp in
the interior, in which there lived white
women of surpassing beauty, the sur¬
vivors of some ill-fated cxpedition
many centuries ago. This was the
magnet which drew Mr. Frankau's
heroea upen the path of adventure. for,
ar, he expresses it somewhat rhapsod-
ically, "The 'demon' which had seized
upon these three was the most powcr-
ful. the most secrct, of all the white
man's demons.the demon which never
leavea the white man's elbow.the de-
mon which is called 'woman.'"

It may be that this is the demon
which other writers have described as
the white man's burden, although
frankly we were lured to follow the!
three men on the path of adventure not!
so much by the storiea of the mysteri-
ous white women as by the magic drug,
the purple seeds, which canie from the
same country. It was a drug which;cheered but did no,t inebriate. When'
the Frenchman tirst accuaed his Eng¬
lish friend of plotting to steal away
from him Melie, the beatitiful woman
of mystery, the Englishman indignant;'
ly denied it. Then he ate a purple
seed and admitted "Yes, I did coveti
her." Before aii-wering, the French¬
man took some of the drug and replied
"If she had lived 1 would havo given
her to you."

Here, we thought, war- one of the
most irqiiia! of stimulants, and we pur-
Stued the novel eagerly only to Dtid that
Mr, Frankau's adventure novel wa*.

i.Hiely a vehiclc to carry propaganda.
'I'he purple seeds turned out to be sym-
bols for the uernicious doctrinc of the

SoCialists. In the last chapter we

found the author recording: "For the
brain of Cyprian Beamish, M. D., Glas¬
gow, is no longer fuddled. Up knows
now that the average English-speaking
humanity is both wiser and strenger
than the cranky minorities who seek
hurricdly to reform or impotcntly to
cceice it. He has given up the cultiva-
tion of crocuses in art green pots; cats
n.eat with the majority of hi? coontry-
men: drinks beer at his lunch; adviscs
all 'flower folk' (as he calls those of
his patients who have no occupation) to
find a job of work; and maintain s-
v hen pressed on the subjects.that
commurn'sm is a Museovite atrocity and
International Socialism. a pe.rnicious
doctrine of Hun origin, csscntially rc-

pulsive to the sclf-reliant genius of the
English-speaking peoplea.
"Which is the writer's conclusion."

This seems to us a ecurvy trick. A
icader ought to be able to pick up an

adventure novel without suddenly hav¬
ing it turn into a tract before he has
sufficient warning to drop it. We have
no definite opinion as to the question
of whether the English-speaking peo-
ples possess a "sclf-reliant geniu3."
but we wish they did not take thein-
selvcs so scriously. The nrbst difficult
thing in the world these days is to find
a novel or a story which has the air ot
being done simpiy for the fun of the
thing. Novel ists invariably write to
prova that civilization ought to be
saved, or, perhaps, destroyed. Practi-
cally all the short iiction in America is
¦'evoted to proving that a man with n

cheerful disposition and a strong per-
sonalRy can become a good salc»man
of one kind or another and make a great
deal of money. Magazine editors less
and less pick up a manuscript and say
"I like this" or "This seems pretty
rotten to mc." Instead they thumb the
pages and rcmark "I wonder just what
reaction we would get with this from
the farmcr in Iowa." Before a poor
struggling author can answer the editor
tells him.
This farmer from Iowa is too much

with us. Hc seems to demand, even in
hi3 fiction, advice on how to succeed,
and having succeeded how to stay there.
In our opinion there is a great pining
public east, west, north and south of
Iowa which would like to see a whole
flood of merry fiction which didn't have
a purpose in the world. ]n the flood
should be books and magazines and
plays written by men and women who
tat down with no thought in the world
ixcept to please themselves. The self-
sacrifice of the modern fictionist has
gonc much too far for our taste.

Filipinos for IndepenrJence
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In connection with the Wood-
Forbes investigation in the Philip¬
pines there appeared recently in your»jcolumns stori^s to the effect that the
Filipino business men and Igorrotes
were against the independence of their
country. They were dispatchea by The
Associated Press.
We have taken steps to verify the dis-

patches. Our correspondent at Manila
branda the news at false.
The bysiness men who are against.

independence are the American busi¬
ness men, not the Filipino business
inen. The Igorrotes are not against
independence at all.

Practically all of the Filipinos are
for independence. Never has a nation
been so united in a national cause.

J. P. MELENCIO,
Pirector Philippinc Press Bureau.
Washington, D. C, June 1, 1921.

A Double Tragedy
Lost Childhood and Lost Life e!

Light-Year-Old Boy Worker
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your columns the other d_r
containcd the story of aa eight-jei:-
old boy "who despite his youth haafe:
months been the head of a farailj c!
five" and who "was struck dowa iitj
killed yesterday by a trolley-car _

front of his home." It «eems that th>
accident occurred while the boy, *rt|
workcd in a storo before and tfil
school, was running an errand for \i
mother and that he was hurrying i
order not to be late for school.
Doubtless this pathetic story caoir

a good deal of heart throbbing amoi
the rcaders of your paper. But *ii

about a little heart throbbing in II
vance of such tragedies? What abo.
the tragedy of a childhood prematurf.
lost through work execssive in the ti*
and cnergy it takes away from sebw
ing and normal play?
"But the child's family is poor. -¦

has to work." Thia is one of the a«
frcquent attempts at justiflcatiou
thild labor, although it has been rt*'",
that child labor, instead of reduei*t
poverty in families and communi'*]
increases it. Aa for the imned-'-'
needs of the poverty-stricken fa-i,"
there are ways to meet them witkos'

penalizing the child; instead, allewis;
him to play and go to school and t__=

be helped out of poverty. Such ns*«'
are found in children's scholarshi?-
mothcrs' pensions and other metad
of aid and relief.
A society which permits a child

eight years to be the chief support
r family of five can hardly be regarc
as quite civilized.unless this is *.»

civilization means.

OWEN R. LOVEJOT,
General Secretary National Child La¬

bor Committee.
New York, June 4, 1921.

The Dearth of Tenementi
To the Edjtor of The Tribune.

Sir: Y'our correspondent Nathan L

Ottinger, overlooks an imper-'t
point in eeonomics in discussing l"J
present dearth of tenements. Tb'

point is that economic conditions t**'

automatieally to stabilixe thems-N'
unless artificialiy nianipulated. «'

restricted production of building ».

terials in order to keep up pricea ."

with tradr- unions limiting the »ttS

ber of their members in order to i»a^
tain high wages, to say nothing ^
"Brindell" combinations, how *»

economic lawa work to an autor"«t!!
adjustment in tenement building.
The cessation of building, by cuttu!

down the demand for labor and -*
terials, should reducc the prices f

these commodities This would (t

courage building, since capital con-

make a protit on housos erected s( "'

costs. But certain interests bs"

acen to it that there shall be M ir'

in building construction cosi

sequently there is no motivc for
veatment in the erection of *P*r
ments. ;

End this price manipulation. .*

there will be no need of bewaili". "!
dearth of tenemenis or the actiea .

legislators who enacted laws protet
ing the people from the ravages o«

jurcd (?) landlords who, with tears
their eyes. were forced to boost *<"

sky-high in obedience to the Ia*
natural eeonomics.

CHARLES P. ERRINGTOH.
Xew York. June 3, 19_1.

On a Joy Ride
ll-'rom. The Providenee Joumai)

The Swiss glaeier that has orokea^
reeords by movlng six inehes a .*'

should be arrested for speedinj.


